Acceptability of routine enquiry regarding domestic violence in the antenatal clinic.
Domestic Violence poses a significant health risk for the woman and her baby. We wished to determine the acceptability of routine questioning for domestic violence in the maternity hospital setting. A non-anonymised questionnaire was completed by 481 women attending for booking antenatal appointment in a maternity hospital antenatal clinic. The doctor asked four questions regarding experience of partner abuse, The acceptability of these questions was determined. 468 (99%) patients found the questions acceptable and said it would be helpful to ask all patients. Sixty-one (12.9%) women gave a history of at least one form of partner abuse. We concluded that routine enquiry about domestic violence during hospital antenatal visits is acceptable to women and perceived by them to be worthwhile.